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Romero is serving His Majesty in this island on board of the flag-
galley and has taken part in all of the encounters ^vhich (p. 8} the
galleys have had \vith English and French corsairs, always fighting
like a good soldier, until lately from an English ship which the
galleys fought and sunk off Cape Corrientes he was shot twice in the
right leg...

... (p. i o) ... Francisco Moncayo, His Majesty's accountant of
the said galleys . . . said ... (p. 12) ... that during the cruise which
the galleys made this present year to Gape San Antonio, in the
fighting with English corsairs which occurred Miguel Romero
distinguished himself like an honourable soldier and when the flag-
galley fought with an English ship he was in the post of most danger,
that is, in the bow in the wales with his harquebus and arms, fighting
with great spirit, encouraging the others, and on this occasion in this
skirmish he was wounded .. ,1

Document No. 8i2
[Lope de Vega Portocarrero to the House of Trade, Santo
Domingo, July 15, 1591]
(P- 0                                        t
On the 13th of this month I was advised from Santiago de Cuba
that a letter had been received in Baracoa3 to the effect that in the
Old Channel a vessel had encountered 80 English ships which were
steering for Havana, Francis Drake in command. I think they were
not seen from Puerto Rico or from this island nor would they have
been seen from Cuba had not this vessel met them. According to
what they write he reached Havana on the gth or loth of June.
Although he did not dare to land men to attack, it must be his in-
tention to wait there for the fleets which will fall into his hands if
they have not been able to get warning to them out of Havana.
On May 10 General Diego de la Ribera went out to Gape San
1 Other depositions follow but add nothing of the facts. The general tenor of
these depositions shows that the Spaniards believed they had sent one English
vessel to the bottom and damaged another.
* A. de /., 452-1-9/4, Gontratacidn 5109. ^pliego, original
* Across Cuba, on the north coast.